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Your Majesty will have understood without doubt that the
Memorandum he had the honour to transmit was simply a
record of his own impressions, and its date marks it as antecedent
to the decision of the Government.
Mr. Gladstone is not aware to what date or circumstance Your
Majesty refers as marking the knowledge of the Soudanese that
General Gordon was not supported from home.
Mr. Gladstone humbly concurs with Your Majesty in thinking
that, if a new policy in the Soudan were deemed right, it should
be pursued without regard to adverse criticism ; but one of the
objections to Lord Wolseley's demand is, that it is avowedly made
in order to mark and promote a new policy which the Cabinet has
not adopted or deemed right, and of which Lord Wolseley hardly
seems to be the proper judge.
In saying the Cabinet " seemed " to have a certain wish, Mr.
Gladstone put a construction for himself on a course of anterior
proceedings, and not on any decision or conversation as to the
advice to be tendered on the Governor-Generalship.
1184  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
HOUSE OF COMMONS. March 12. 1885.
Mr. Gladstone humbly thanks Your Majesty on his wife's part
and his own for the gracious permission to see the full length
portrait of Your Majesty now in course of being painted by Angeli.
They were greatly struck by the happy treatment of the figure
and attitude generally, and by the promise of an excellent like-
ness ; warranting the hope that the work when completed will be
one of great historical importance and permanent value.
1185            General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
WINDSOR CASTLE. March 13. 1885.
. . . Her Majesty repeats that she has no desire to annex the
Soudan but she considers that the best mode of attaining her
wish, to retire from the Country, is to take possession for the
time, in the name of the Khedive, of the important points, to
assume full responsibilities and to endeavour to set up a Govern-
ment for the Soudanese, and when this is established to come away.
This is the policy you seemed to favor in your recent letter.
In order to attain this end the fullest powers should be granted
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